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Don’t Buy Lousy Auto Insurance 

As you probably know, a large portion 
of our practice is dedicated to helping 
those who are seriously injured in auto 
accidents. 
 
For the last several years, we’ve 
noticed an alarming trend of people 
buying lousy insurance.  It has skimpy 
coverage, is bad for our clients, and 
doesn’t provide the protection that the 
purchasers hope to obtain. 
 
Instead of griping about it, I’ve finally 
decided to do something about it.   I 
have started a blog series that 
describes the basis of auto insurance 
and sets forth the 9 biggest mistakes 
that I see people making in their 
purchase of auto insurance. 
 
While I can’t go into the detail in the 
posts, I did want to at least identify the 
mistakes in hopes you don’t become 
an insurance victim with your next 
purchase.   
 
Mistake 1. Purchasing Minimum 
Insurance.  The minimum insurance 
that Texas law requires is coverage of 
$25,000 for property damage and 
$30,000 for injury claims.  This isn’t 
enough.  Talk to your agent about your 
situation so that you don’t find 
yourself underinsured. 
 
Mistake 2. Not Protecting You and 
Your Family.  The law requires you to 
purchase liability insurance.  You need 
to go beyond that and purchase 
insurance to protect you and your 
family, including uninsured/
underinsured motorist coverage and 
personal injury protection coverage.   

Mistake 3.  Getting Burned By 
Excluded Drivers. When you buy 
your insurance, make sure you know 
who is covered when driving your car.  
I see consumers become victims of this 
problem all the time. 
 
Mistake 4.  Looking Solely to Price 
and Not Knowing What You’re 
Buying.  Make sure you’re comparing 
apples to apples when you get a quote.  
Oftentimes, when you get a price that’s 
lower, there’s a reason that it’s lower.  
Find out that reason. 
 
Mistake 5.  Picking The Wrong 
Insurance Company.  All insurance 
companies are not equal.  You want a 
fair claim.  Check out your insurance 
company to make sure you’re getting a 
company that you can trust.  (And feel 
free to call me and ask about my 
experiences with various companies.) 
 
Mistake 6.  Not Looking For 
Discounts.  Once you’ve chosen a 
respectable insurance company, there 
are a number of discounts available.  
Look for them so you don’t pay more 
than necessary. 
 
Mistake 7. Lying To Your Insurance 
Company.  Don’t potentially lose your 
coverage by stretching the truth about 
the number of miles you drive, the 
purpose for driving, etc.  Be truthful to 
your insurance company so they don’t 
have any excuses to hold back 
coverage when you need them. 
 
Continued on page 2 
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9 Mistakes continued 
 
Mistake 8. Thinking You Are “Fully Covered”.  I have clients come to me all the time telling me that 
they’re “fully covered.”  What this often means is they only have the minimum insurance.  Make sure you 
know what you’re buying and that you truly are covered for all of your needs. 
 
Mistake 9. Blindly Renewing Your Policy.  I know the easy thing to do is to simply renew with your same 
coverage and your same company.  But your circumstances change.  You get a new car or a new job.  You 
need to add drivers to the policy.  Make sure that your coverage is appropriate for your changing situations. 
 
          — Brooks Schuelke 

Quotes Of The Month 

BUSINESS LAW: DON’T BE PENNY-WISE AND POUND FOOLISH 

I just finished representing a small business in an expensive business lawsuit.  The partners could no longer 
work together, but they also couldn’t decide how to split up the business.   

The sad part of this is that it didn’t have to be this way.  When you run a small business and have partners, a 
little time and expense for properly drafted partnership documents can save a lot of money down the road.   

So if you’re in business for yourself, learn from my client.  Get the proper paperwork to protect yourself as 
the business continues to develop. 

 

The difference between a successful person and oth-
ers is not lack of strength, not a lack of knowledge, 
but rather a lack of will. 

   — Vince Lombardi 

I am always doing that which I cannot do, in order 
that I may learn how to do it. 

   — Pablo Picasso 

Life isn’t about finding yourself.  Life is about cre-
ating yourself. 

   — George Bernard Shaw 

When in doubt, make a fool of yourself.  There is a 
microscopically thin line between being brilliantly 
creative and acting like the most gigantic idiot on 
earth.  So what the hell, leap. 

   — Cynthia Heimel 

 

A failure is a man who has blundered, but is not able 
to cash in on the experience. 

   — Elbert Hubbard 
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Protect Your Eyes From 
Heavy Computer Use 
If you spend more than a couple of hours a day staring 
at the computer, you could be at risk for computer 
vision syndrome (sometimes called “Google Eyes”).  
The result of prolonged computer use, symptoms 
usually include blurred vision, dry eyes, red, itchy, 
watery eyes, headaches, and even muscle spasms.  
Heed these tips for reducing eye strain: 

 Monitor placement.  Experts recommend placing 
your computer monitor 20 to 26 inches away from 

your eyes.  This cuts down the strain of looking too closely at a screen, which can result in blurred 
distance vision. 

 Blinking.  Research shows that people normally blink about 12 times per minute, but computer users 
blink only 5 times per minute.  The longer you keep your eyes open, the more likely your corneas will 
dehydrate, burn and ache.  Blinking more ensures that you keep your eyes lubricated and clean of air 
particlces. 

 Lighting.  Much of the eyestrain associated with computer use is caused by poor lighting and screen glare.  
To keep strain at bay, make sure your workspace is well lit.  You can also use glare protectors over your 
monitor. 

 Frequent breaks.  Experts recommend that you take a break from computer work every 15 minutes.  All it 
takes is a quick glance around the room to allow your eyes to focus on distant objects.  Doing this will 
give the muscles in your eyes time to relax a bit. 

Lessons From A SXSW Tragedy: Buy Uninsured/

Underinsured Motorist Coverage 
If you live in Austin, you no doubt heard about the drunk driver who drove into a crowd of people during this 
month’s SXSW music festival.  Tragically, at least two people were killed, and several others were injured. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of the victims of this wreck. 

In the aftermath of the wreck, someone asked me about the legal implications and he made the off-hand com-
ment that it would be a “good case.”  Sadly, it would not. I don’t know particulars for sure, but I’m assuming 
the driver did not have enough insurance to fully compensate all the victims.  The only way they will receive 
just compensation (and it will never be enough to compensate them for what they went through) is if the vic-
tims had uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage.   

I see potential clients at least every month who are hurt by uninsured or underinsured drivers.  Let this trage-
dy be a reminder to protect your family with the proper insurance coverage. 
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WHAT DO WE DO? 
While we’re happy to help you find a lawyer in any 
practice area, I did get a question about what types of 
cases we typically handle.  We generally represent 
clients in two types of cases. 

PERSONAL INJURY CASES, including 

 Motor vehicle accidents 
 Trucking accidents 
 Bicycle accidents 
 Wrongful death cases 
 Workplace injuries 
 Construction injuries 
 Products liability claims 
 Other serious personal injuries 
 
BUSINESS LITIGATION, representing business and 
business owners in their  disputes and lawsuits. 

If you, your loved ones, or friends and family members 
need help in these areas, please recommend us.  
Referrals are the highest compliments we can receive. 

MARCH IS BRAIN INJURY 
AWARENESS MONTH 

A brain injury can happen 
anytime, anywhere, to anyone—
and 1.7 million Americans 
(including 475,000 children) 
sustain a brain injury each year.  

It’s not a surprise that a number 
of kids’ brain injuries occur while playing sports.  What 
might be surprising, is that you don’t need to hit your head 
to get a brain injury.  The brain being jostled against the 
skull in whiplash type car wrecks is one of the most 
common causes of brain injuries. 

We have had the pleasure of representing a number of 
clients who sustained brain injuries so we’ve always been 
sensitive to the problems caused by brain injuries.     

Find out more about how to support prevention and 
treatment of traumatic brain injury at www.biausa.org. 


