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PARKING LOTS ARE ON MY MIND 

Parking lots have been on my mind 
lately. 
 
As I’m writing this, I’m scheduled to 
start a trial involving a parking lot 
auto-pedestrian wreck. 
 
The driver either wasn’t paying 
attention or tried to go around the 
pedestrian (my client) and misjudged 
the distance.  In either case, the 
driver hit my client on the shoulder, 
causing my client to need shoulder 
surgery. 
 
But I’ve long been 
concerned about 
parking lots, especially 
when I’m walking with 
my kids. 
 
Pedestrians in parking 
lots are vulnerable.  
Cars are coming and 
going, often 
approaching 
pedestrians from behind.  Parked 
vehicles are backing out of parking 
spaces.  Drivers are racing to find 
that one free spot or racing to get out 
of the chaos of the parking.  These 
are dangerous places, and pedestrians 
are caught in the middle. 
 
And it’s worse for kids.  I constantly 
remind my kids that they’re short 
enough so that drivers backing out of 
spots — especially drivers in an 
SUV, truck or mini-van —- won’t 
see my kids through the rear 

windows. 
 
And to make it even worse, the 
Today Show had a horrific story 
recently about a man who backed 
over a child in a stroller and dragged 
the kid through the parking lot for 
several feet before the child’s stroller 
was dislodged from the bumper. 
 
With all this, I decided to do a little 
research on parking lot dangers.   
 
I learned, not surprisingly, that more 
accidents occur per mile driven in 

parking lots than 
on public 
roadways. 
 
Don’t become a 
statistic.  If you’re 
the one driving, 
make sure you 
check and double-
check before 
backing up.  

Don’t be focused solely on finding a 
spot (or finding a way out of the lot) 
—- keep focused on those around 
you.  And be mindful of the stop 
signs and other traffic devices. 
 
If you’re the pedestrian, do your best 
to remain vigilant.  Be very mindful 
of cars backing up.  And most 
important, watch your children to try 
and keep them safe. 
 
- Brooks Schuelke   
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DROWSY DRIVING KILLS 
 

An obvious fact needs to be emphasized again and again 

Most people say they would never continue to drive if they were in danger of falling asleep at the wheel. But 
when they really want to make time or arrive on time at their destination, they'll do it anyway.  

According to a National Sleep Foundation "Sleep in America" poll, 60 percent of adult drivers, about 168 
million people, say they have driven a vehicle while feeling drowsy in the past year, and more than one-
third, (37 percent or 103 million people), have actually fallen asleep at the wheel!  

In fact, of those who have nodded off, 13 percent say they have done so at least once a month. Four percent, 
approximately eleven million drivers, admit they have had an accident or near accident because they dozed 
off or were too tired to drive. 

Don’t be one of these people.  Do what is necessary to stay alert and stay safe. 

 

AUSTIN PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLIST DEATHS ARE CONTINUING  

AT A RAPID PACE 

A recent Austin American Statesman article reported that Austin is on record-pace for 
pedestrian and bicyclist deaths this year.  So far, sixteen pedestrians and one bicyclist have lost 
their lives to wrecks.  In 2012, the current record year, 26 pedestrians and three bicyclists were 
killed. 

The best quote of the story was from Lt. Troy Officer, who works in the Austin Police 
Department vehicular homicide unit.  Lt. Officer stated: 

If we had people being killed in these numbers, if we had gun violence that was 
taking lives like we have the vehicle violence, people would be outraged.  People 
should be outraged by the loss of life from these vehicles because it’s 
preventable. 

I couldn’t agree with Lt. Officer more.  We see the tragedy caused by careless drivers on a daily basis.  I think we 
understand it.  But most people don’t know how significant these problems are. 

I also agree with the officer that these wrecks are preventable.  I often tell my kids that the one excuse I don’t want to 
hear from them when something happens is, “It was an accident.”  In most instances, it’s not an accident.  Car wrecks, 
pedestrian injuries, and bicycle wrecks usually result from a choice.  A driver chooses to text and drive.  A driver 
chooses to not pay attention.  A driver chooses to not check a cross-walk or to try and beat a pedestrian through the 
cross-walk.  A pedestrian chooses to not cross at a cross-walk or to try and beat a car.  A driver chooses to not look for 
bicyclists.  A bicyclist chooses to only slow down at a stop light. 

These are not accidents.  These are preventable.  And right now, with record deaths, Austinites are doing a poor job of 
preventing these incidents. 
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VETERANS ARE AT A HIGHER RISK FOR MOTOR VEHICLE CRASHES 

In an odd phenomenon, recent studies have shown that veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan are at a much higher risk for 
car wrecks than the general population.  The studies have found: 
 

Veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan have a 75 percent higher rate of fatal motor vehicle accidents than 
do civilians (with a large portion of these being from motorcycle wrecks). 
Veterans are much more likely to be in a wreck in the six months after deployment than the six 
months before deployment. 
The more combat tours the veterans had completed the higher risk that they become involved in an 
accident. 

These numbers are startling, but there are some explanations. 
 
Some theorize that troops come back with driving habits that help them while deployed (rushing through intersections, 
etc.) that help survive overseas but contribute to higher wrecks back at home. 
Others theorize that post traumatic stress disorder, which is becoming all too common in returning troops, causes 
aggressive driving. 
 
Personally, I wonder if there’s another explanation.  Suicide amongst veterans is the leading cause of non-battle 
deaths.  Social scientists have long understood that suicides dramatically increase after a highly publicized 
suicide.  This is known as the Werther effect.  However, not only do obvious suicides increase, but fatal car accidents 
and even plane accidents increase significantly after a publicized suicide.  The theory is that for many people, they do 
not want to have appeared to have killed themselves.  Instead, they may purposefully cause a wreck or accident so it 
seems that they died accidentally. 
 
Regardless, these men and women have served us, and our military owes it to them to try and help protect them from 
these fatal accidents, whatever the cause 

August 4 — US Coast Guard Day 

During a recent vacation, my family had the opportunity 
to tour the US Coast Guard Academy, and I was 
impressed with all that these brave men and women do 
for all of us.   

The history of the Coast Guard dates back to Alexander 
Hamilton, who convinced our new nation that we needed 
a naval force. 

Today, the Coast Guard is unique in its reporting duties.  
During peace-time, the Coast Guard reports directly to the 
US Department of Homeland Security.  But during time 
of war, oversight may be transferred by Congress or the 
President so that the Coast Guard reports directly to the 

Secretary of the Navy. 

Regardless, those of us who live in Gulf states owe the Coast Guard particular thanks.  On a day in, day out basis, they 
are responsible for helping rescue those in trouble and for helping track down drug smugglers, who are all too common 
in the Gulf areas. 
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THANKS FOR YOUR REFERRALS 

We can’t say it enough, but “thanks.”  Your referrals are 
the life-blood of our firm.  We continue to receive referrals 
from other lawyers, doctors, and people we don’t even 
know. 

But the referrals we cherish most are the referrals from 
former clients, friends and family members.  You are the 
ones who really know us and have experience with us.  
And it means a lot when you trust us enough to refer those 
close to you to our firm. 

So thanks for the referrals in the past, and we hope you’ll 
continue to refer to us in the future. 


