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Reflections On The Past Year 

It’s no secret that those of us who are 
trial lawyers have a bad name, largely  
due to advertisements done in poor 
taste. 
 
But in reality,  for the most part, those 
of us who are  personal injury lawyers 
do it because we want to help people. 
 
I’m always reminded of that at the end 
of the year when I look back at much 
of the work we’ve done.  When I do 
that, I realize that we really help 
people and that we make a difference 
in their lives. 
 
Looking back at 2013, some of the 
work I’m most proud of is as follows: 
 
 Helping a gentleman who was 

seriously injured in a car wreck 
while on the job.  As a result of his 
injuries, he was no longer able to 
work.  We were able to resolve his 
case so that he could afford to get 
the surgery that his insurance 
refused to cover. 

 
 Helping a gentleman who was 

walking while at work when a 
driver inexplicably hit him and 
crushed him between the driver’s 
car and another car.  Our client 
endured several surgeries and was 
unable to work.  We battled for 
several years fighting through a 
number of very difficult legal 
issues and finally made a recovery 
that will drastically improve his 
quality of life. 

 
 Helping a gentleman who was 

injured in a wreck at an 

intersection.  The police officers, 
while not issuing a citation, made 
it clear that they thought our client 
ran the red light.   While it wasn’t 
the biggest case of the year, I was 
proud of the work we did because 
we were able to track down 
witnesses and other information 
proving our client was not in the 
wrong. 

 
 Represented a woman who was 

injured in a wreck caused by a 
drunk driver.  The biggest “win” 
in this case was the fight against 
the local hospital that was 
attempting to charge the client 
completely unreasonable amounts 
for the client’s emergency room 
visit. 

 
 In a very small case, helping a 

woman defend against claims 
from her apartment complex.  
Getting the client out from under 
the burden of these illegitimate 
claims was a huge “victory” for 
this client. 

 
 Helping a father and three children 

after their wife/mother was killed 
by a drunk driver.   

 
 Helping a woman who sustained a 

brain injury in a wreck when her 
car flipped over multiple times.   

 
 Helping a bond broker who was 

thrown under the bus by his 
brokerage firm.  

 
Continued on page 2 
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Creativity is the process of having original ideas that 
have value. 

 —-- Ken Robinson 

 

Imagination is a preview of life’s coming attractions. 

 —— Albert Einstein 

 

There’s lots of people in this world who spend so much 
time watching their health that they haven’t the time to 
enjoy it. 

 —— Josh Billings 

 

A sad soul can kill you quicker than a germ. 

 —— John Steinbeck 

 

REFLECTIONS continued 
 
Most of us who are trial lawyers do this work to help situations like these.  For the most part, we’re not ambulance 
chasers or any of the other derogatory names we’re called.  We’re lawyers who have made a decision to choose a 
practice area where we make a difference in peoples’ lives. 

Quotes Of The Month 

BUYING AUTO INSURANCE 
A large portion of my practice is helping those who have 
been injured in car and trucking wrecks.  Recently, I have 
been seeing an increasing problem of people buying lousy 
insurance.  I’ve been griping about it for a long time, but I 
finally decided to do something about it. 

I have started a blog series explaining some of the types of 
auto insurance that you can buy (and that I think you 
should buy) and explaining the top 9 mistakes that I see 
people making when buying auto insurance.   

The blog series started earlier this month and will run 
through February.  If you’re interested in this information, 
please feel free to check out the series at our blog at 
www.civtrial.com/blog. 
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BEWARE OF HAVS AS YOU WORK 
If you work with power tools, like drills, chainsaws, lawn mowers, sanders, or the like, 
be careful.  The continuous vibration tools like they produce could put you at risk for 
Hand-Arm Vibration Syndrome (HAVS), a condition that can damage your nerves, 
blood vessels, muscles, and other areas of your hands and arms. 

Sometimes called “vibration white finger” because of the tendency of affected fingers 
to change colors and turn white, HAVS was first recognized in the early 20th Century.  
Its symptoms include: 

 Tingling and numbness in fingers; 

 Loss of sensitivity; 

 Decreased hand strength and grip; 

 Change in fingers’ color and appearance, from white to blue to red; 

 Sensation of coldness in fingers; 

 Aches and pains in the hands and lower arms. 

HAVS can damage the nerves, blood vessels, and muscles in your hands, wrists, and arms, leading to 
permanent numbness, loss of sensation, and an inability to pick up and manipulate small objects like coins 
and pencils.  If the numbness becomes permanent, muscles may weaken and waste away. 

To prevent HAVS from becoming a serious problem in your work and life, take these precautions: 

 Choose tools with low vibration whenever possible; 

 Hold power tools loosely when operating them, and change the position you hold them in often; 

 Make sure power tools are well maintained and in good repair; 

 Choose the right tool for the job (not the one that’s more powerful than you need, for example), and be 
sure you’ve been adequately trained in its safe use; 

 Take plenty of breaks.  Rest, or do another task, for at least 10 minutes before resuming your work; 

 Keep your hands warm to maintain good blood circulation. 

If you notice any of the symptoms listed above, stop working, notify your manager,  and consult with a 
physician promptly. 

Happy  

Valen ne’s Day! 
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WHAT DO WE DO? 
While we’re happy to help you find a lawyer in any 
practice area, I did get a question about what types of 
cases we typically handle.  We generally represent 
clients in two types of cases. 

PERSONAL INJURY CASES, including 

 Motor vehicle accidents 
 Trucking accidents 
 Bicycle accidents 
 Wrongful death cases 
 Workplace injuries 
 Construction injuries 
 Products liability claims 
 Other serious personal injuries 
 
BUSINESS LITIGATION, representing business and 
business owners in their  disputes and lawsuits. 

If you, your loved ones, or friends and family members 
need help in these areas, please recommend us.  
Referrals are the highest compliments we can receive. 

NFL Concussion Settlement Falls 
Through 
Because I represent a number of clients 
who have brain injuries, I’ve been 
following the National Football League 
class action regarding brain injuries 
sustained by professional football 
players.   

In August, the attorneys for the players 
and the NFL reached a preliminary settlement for $765 million. 

Because the case was filed as a class action, where many of the 
plaintiffs aren’t actively in the suit, the settlement had to be 
approved by a judge to make sure it was fair. 

Earlier this week, a judge rejected the settlement (at least for 
now), fearing the sum may not be enough to cover the injured 
players. 

While I don’t have a dog in this hunt, I am glad that the court is 
recognizing the severity of the injuries.  Concussions and brain 
injuries are serious and should be treated as such. 


