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HEAD INJURIES: MAKE AN ImPACT 

I’ve had the pleasure of helping 
those who have suffered from 
head injuries for almost twenty 
years now.   
 
But my perspective on these 
things changed about six weeks 
ago.  At that time, my son was 
playing baseball, fell and hit his 
head, and he sustained a 
concussion. 
 
Naturally, because of 
my experience in head 
injury cases, I 
panicked and feared 
the worst.   
 
Once we took him to 
the hospital and had 
him undergo a CT scan to rule out 
a hidden brain bleed, my fears 
were reduced.  At that time, he 
had some headaches, a little bit of 
dizziness when standing up, and a 
little bit of nausea.  I knew from 
my experience that, once the brain 
bleed was ruled out, he’d likely 
be fine with a little (or a lot) of 
rest and time as long as he didn’t 
sustain a second concussion 
before his brain healed (second-
impact syndrome – problems 
caused when a person has a 
second concussion before being 
healed from an initial concussion 
can be catastrophic). 
 
But then, we were faced with the 

harder question, “How do we 
know when he’s better?  When is 
it okay to let him start 
participating in activities again?  
He looks fine, he isn’t having 
symptoms, but how do we know 
his brain is actually healed?” 
 
Going through his treatment, we 
learned about ImPACT testing.  
ImPACT (Immediate Post-

Concussion 
Asseessment and 
Cognitive Testing) is 
a widely-used and 
scientifically 
validated 
computerized 
concussion 
evaluation system.  

This test measures cognitive 
abilities and  cognitive processing 
of participants.  When people take 
the test after a concussion, it can 
help medical providers make a 
determination of when the injured 
brain is healed.   
 
But the key is having a baseline 
—- knowing what your cognitive 
abilities and processing are 
BEFORE you sustain a 
concussion.  That way, doctors 
know whether you’re scoring as 
well as you did before you had 
the brain injury. 
 
Continued on page 2 
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Concussions continued 
 
In our case, we didn’t know about the test before my son’s accident, and we didn’t have a baseline.  My son’s 
medical providers were able to take his test scores and compare them to averages, but they weren’t able to 
definitively tell us if his brain was able to think and process as well as it did before the concussion. 
 
But that’s a problem.  And it’s why the NFL, MLB, NHL, NASCAR and many universities and school 
districts require their athletes to have a baseline ImPACT test and score before the athletes are allowed to 
participate in those sports. 
 
But having gone through this, I think more parents need to know about it.  If you or your child participate in 
sports, dance, cheer or other athletic activities, I urge you to have your child take the baseline test sooner 
rather than later.  The baseline test is relatively inexpensive.  I know that the specialist who treated my son 
offer the pre-concussion testing for $20.  This testing cane be done online, at home.  This is a small price to 
pay to help protect your kids. 
 
If you want to learn more or find someone in your area who can administer a baseline test,  visit the ImPACT 
website at  www.impacttest.com. 
 
          — Brooks Schuelke 

Quotes Of The Month 

Mathematics expresses values that reflect the cos-
mos, including orderliness, balance, harmony, logic 
and abstract beauty. 

    - Deepak Chopra 

 

Just don’t give up trying to do what you really want 
to do.  Where there’s love and inspiration, I don’t 
think you can go wrong. 

    - Ella Fitzgerald 

 

If I were again beginning my studies, I would follow 
the advice of Plato and start with mathematics. 

   -Galileo Galilei 

A good leader takes a little more than his share of 
the blame, a little less than his share of the credit. 

   -Arnold Glasgow 

 

Five out of four people have trouble with fractions. 

   -Steven Wright 
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BACKYARD SAFETY TIPS 
 

The backyard is somewhere where quality time with the family 
can be spent all year round, but accidents can take place anywhere 
and it is important to make sure that you have taken all possible 
safety precautions to make sure the backyard remains a safe area 
for relaxation and play. 

When it comes to your lawn, you should remove tree stumps and 
get rid of concrete footings to reduce the chance of people tripping 
over them.   

When cutting the lawn, debris such as rocks can turn into flying 
projectiles so the yard needs to be cleared.   

If you have small children and any potentially hazardous tools or 
chemicals, they need to stored well out of reach in a secure garage 
or shed. 

Fencing is important too., serving to protect children from outside 
dangers and keep toddlers away from ponds, hot tubs, swimming 
pools or away from strangers and traffic.  Fences can also help to 
protect your pets by keeping other animals away and making sure 
that they remain in their own yards. 

WHERE ARE MOST OF AUSTIN’S BICYCLE WRECKS 
The folks at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Me-
dia Lab have used their MIT brainpower to put together an 
interactive map showing Austin’s bike wrecks. 

The MIT folks have analyzed data from the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation and  put together an amazing interac-
tive map showing the location of the reported wrecks from 
2009 to 2013, showing the roads that have the most wrecks, 
and showing the Google streetview photo of each wreck. 

You can check out the map at: http://youarehere.cc/p/bicycle
-accidents/austin 

And what are the most dangerous roads?   Guadalupe, South Congress, IH 35, North Lamar, South 1st, and 
East Riverside Drive. 
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WHAT DO WE DO? 
While we’re happy to help you find a lawyer in any 
practice area, I did get a question about what types of 
cases we typically handle.  We generally represent 
clients in two types of cases. 

PERSONAL INJURY CASES, including 

 Motor vehicle accidents 
 Trucking accidents 
 Bicycle accidents 
 Wrongful death cases 
 Workplace injuries 
 Construction injuries 
 Products liability claims 
 Other serious personal injuries 
 
BUSINESS LITIGATION, representing business and 
business owners in their  disputes and lawsuits. 

If you, your loved ones, or friends and family members 
need help in these areas, please recommend us.  
Referrals are the highest compliments we can receive. 

APRIL IS MATHEMATICS AWARENESS 
MONTH 

April is Mathematics Awareness Month.  Its goal is to 
increase public understanding and appreciation for 
mathematics.   

Mathematics Awareness Month began in 1986 with a 
proclamation from then President Ronald Reagan, who 
said: 

“Despite the increasing importance of mathematics to the 
progress of our economy and society, enrollment in 
mathematics programs has been declining at all levels of 
the American educational system.  Yet, the application of 
mathematics is indispensable in such diverse fields as 
medicine, computer sciences, space exploration, the skilled 
trades, business, defense, and government.” 

Since my wife has a math degree and my son loves math 
and engineering, I felt compared to share this special 

celebration. 


